Houma Restoration District 
Board Meeting
March 7, 2023

Commissioners Present:
Noah Lirette			Jason Underwood             	Kevin Champagne
Daniel Babin - Absent		Tom Hassell			Sondra Corbitt 
Nick Hebert			Kevin Faulk			Bryan Bunn	

Others Present:
Anne Picou			Alycee Naquin			Michelle Neil
Capt. Bobbie O’Bryan		Chief Travis Theriot	

I. Meeting call to order:  N. Lirette called the meeting to order at 11:05 a.m.
II. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance:  N. Lirette led the board in the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance.
III. Roll Call:  Quorum was present.
IV. Public to be Heard:  Capt. B. O’Bryan stated he is still waiting on the downtown stats report.     
V. Approval of Minutes:  N. Hebert motioned to approve the minutes.  Seconded by B. Bunn.  Motion passed.  
VI. B. Bunn discussed the White Start Cleaner building construction and available grant opportunity.  Discussion: developing a grant program/criteria, grant committee, and board funding/goals. J. Underwood entered the meeting at 11:12 a.m.  
VII. Downtown Safety: T. Hassell discussed his meeting with the Dept. of Corrections. Capt. B. O’Bryan and Chief T. Travis discussed downtown safety. Discussion included:  homelessness, public education, panhandling, summons enforcement, signage, substance abuse, available resources, traffic enforcement, community service, work release programs, lighting issues, increased police patrol, community safety, lack of traffic lights, public perception, and downtown business investment/generated revenue.
VIII. Board Introduction Letter:  Discussion included:  community involvement, board purpose, and public meeting invitation.  B. Bunn volunteered to draft the board introduction letter.  Anne Picou volunteered to gather the addresses and mail out the letters.  N. Hebert volunteered to collect information from the State CEA agreement.   A. Picou offered the Municipal Auditorium as a meeting space option. 
IX. Board Reports:  N. Lirette stated that the CEA funding agreement has been submitted to the state and awaiting approval. 
X. Start Corporation:   Alycee Naquin conducted a presentation regarding the permit housing program for people experiencing homelessness. Discussion included:  Louisiana Balance of the State continuous care program, point in time count, homeless data collection, HUD funding, shelter vs. unsheltered count, previous year’s data collection results, increase mental illness and substance abuse, rising housing costs, FEMA and permanent housing program, referral program, voucher housing program, available shelter programs, housing eligibility/qualifications, and Start Corporation outreach program.
XI. Other:  CSRS Committee meeting scheduled for March 16th., will be presented to the board at the next meeting.  Bouchiere update and kayak sponsorship.  Cameras were installed on the property of the That’s Stanley parking lot and Mardi Gras statistics. 
XII. N. Hebert moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by:  S. Corbitt. Motion passed; meeting ended at 12:47 p.m.

  


Chair:____________________________________________________

Secretary: _________________________________________________
								
								
